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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas L30 1999 \\
Secretary F“"R“: COMMUNICAT N COMitsagy
Federal Communications Commission PPICE OF THE SECAETapy q /7 - / é ()
The Portals J

445 Twelfth Street, S W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Information Request Released on July 19, 1999 /In the Matter of Federal-
State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45/and the
Forward-Looking Mechanism for High Support for Non-Rural LECs.

Dear Ms. Salas:

Attached is the response of the' SBC Communications, Inc local exchange companies —
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, Pacific Bell, Southern New England Telephone
Company and Nevada Bell (“SBC LECs”) to the Order issued by the Commission in the
above-captioned proceedings on July 19, 1999. Also attached is the “Designation of
Confidential Information” executed by John Schrotenboer certifying that all of the
information being submitted in response to this Order is confidential within the meaning

of Section 0.459 of the Commission’s rules.

The line count information being submitted in response to Questions 1 and 2 of the Order
for which confidential treatment is sought is commercially sensitive information which
could substantially harm the competitive position of the SBC LECs if disclosed outside
of the protection of the Protective Order. Exemption 4 of the Freedom of Information Act
shields information which is (1) commercial or financial in nature; (2) obtained from a
person outside the government; and (3) privileged or confidential. With respect to the
third factor, the information is considered to be confidential if disclosure is likely to (1)
impair the government’s ability to obtain necessary information in the future or (2) harm
substantiaily the competitive position of the person from whom the information was
obtained The attached information clearly satisfies these standards for confidential
treatment since the provision of this information to competitors would allow them
invaluable insight into the SBC LECs’ marketing and service strategies. Accordingly, the
SBC LECs provide this information in reliance upon the representation made in
paragraph 9 of the Order that such data shall be disclosed in accordance with the

Protective Order.

While the SBC LECs have responded to the information request of the Commission to

the. greatest extent possible, they have been unable in all respects to comply with the
request at the current time. In relation to Pacific Bell and Nevada Bell, these companies
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do not have processes which would enable them to retrieve Single Business access lines
on a wire center basis. Procedures are being developed to access this information at this
level of detail and such data will be submitted once it becomes available.

With regard to Southern New England Telephone Company, there is no process which
enables the company to retrieve non-switched access lines at a wire center level. The
company is developing procedures and will supplement its response when the data is
obtained.

Very truly yours,

fhre TH0il (4B

HOPE THURROTT
Senior Counsel
External Affairs-FCC
(214) 464-3620

Attachments




Federal Communications Commission DA 99-1406

DESIGNATIOQN OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

I hereby certify that the information designated as confidential in the attached
response(s) to this Data Request is protected by _Southwestern Bell Telephone
Company_(name of company) as confidential or financial information:

SIGNATURE: \ y U
W. Schrotenboer

TITLE: Mrector-Usage Studies/Embedded Costs
SBC Telecommunications Inc.
ADDRESS: One Bell Center, 31-D-08
St. Louis, MO 63101
TELEPHONE: 314-235-8160
FAX: 314-331-1488

On a separate sheet of paper, please list the responses designated confidential, by chart
number and column letter, a statement of the reasons for withholding the information
from the public record, and the facts on which those reasons are based.

Approved by OMB
3060-0902
Expires 01/31/2000
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